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COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
Sixth Grade Science 

Mrs. Gill 

799-2400 

 
Course Description: 
Sixth grade science is a year long exploration of the various concepts involving that branch of the sciences 
known as life science.  The students are provided with instruction and given opportunities to test these concepts 
so they may better understand the biotic environment in which they live.  Students will be using the Lab-aids 
Science and Life Issues textbooks. 
 
Requested Materials: 
In order to have a successful year in this classroom, it is recommended by the teacher that each student possess 
the following DAILY: 

1. Science textbook - Lab-aids: Science and Life Issues (will be provided)  
2. A three-ring binder with loose-leaf paper  
3. Pencils - All assignments in the science classroom are required to be written in pencil unless specified by 

the teacher. 
4. Highlighter – any color 
5. Cortney Cobra Student Planner (Purchased through the school) 

 
 
Course Outl ine: 
Quarter 1:     Quarter 2: 
Science Processes    Plant and Animal Cells 
Lab Safety and Tools    Cell Division 
Cell Hierarchy     Living VS Nonliving 
Structure and Function of Human Body Microorganisms 
 
Quarter 3:     Quarter 4: 
Genes/Heredity                Ecosystems 
Study of genetics    Plant Processes 
Reproduction     Food Webs 
Mutations     Classifying Kingdoms     
  
Grading: 
 Each student will be asked to keep a 3-ring binder notebook for all classes.  In that notebook, the 
student will have a science section.  In this section the student will record and answer their daily journal 
question, objective(s), vocabulary, notes, and homework.  It is the student's responsibility to keep organized and 
hold on to all of their papers. 
 Homework is given to reinforce material that has been discudssed in class. In addition to homework, 
grades will also be based on tests, quizzes, class participation, labs, and their science notebook. A 
citizenship grade will also be given. The citizenship grade is based on attendance, tardies, classroom behavior 
and completed work. 
 
Notebooks: 
It is required by Cortney Junior High School that all students have and use a notebook on a regular basis. 
Students will be required to take daily notes in an organized fashion. The notebooks will be evaluated for 
completeness and neatness throughout each quarter.  
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Homework:  
Completing homework on a regular basis is the key to success in this classroom. By completing homework, the 
student receives practice on the daily lesson completed in class. Homework is assigned Monday through 
Thursday in this classroom. (Some exceptions do apply.) Homework typically involves questions and 
vocabulary or worksheets given by the teacher. Homework is due at beginning of the period on the following 
day it is assigned. 
 
Grading Scale:  Citizenship Grades: 
90-100% = A  O = Outstanding 
80-89%   = B S  = Satisfactory 
70-79%   = C N = Needs Improvement 
60-69%   = D U = Unsatisfactory 
0-59%     = F 
 
Grade Breakdown (Quarterly) Grade Breakdown (Per Semester) 
20% Homework 45% 1st/2nd Quarter 
20% Notebook  45% 3rd/4th Quarter 
20% Tests & Quizzes 10% Semester/ Final Exams 
20% Participation 
20% Labs 
 
Make-Up Work: 
After any absence, the student shall be required to initiate contact with school instructors to obtain appropriate 
make-up work within three days directly following the student's return. Students will be allowed three days to 
complete make-up work for an excused absence. Grades will also be posted on a weekly basis as to ensure 
students are aware of any missed work.  The student may come before school for opportunity period or after 
school to make up any missed tests or quizzes. These times are also reserved to offer help to students who may 
need additional instruction. The student is to give 24-hour prior notice to attending opportunity period or after 
school, as to obtain a pass and clearance from the teacher.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and 
complete any missed work after an absence. 
 
Late Work: 
If a student fails to complete an assignment on time, he/she will have one week to complete that assignment. It 
is the students’ responsibility to get any missing assignments during opportunity period. Grades will also be 
posted on a weekly basis as to ensure students are aware of any missed work.   
 
Dress code: 
The Cortney Junior High School dress code will be strictly enforced at all times. For additional information on 
the dress code, please refer to the student planner. 
 
Attendance: 
Students are STRONGLY encouraged to attend class daily. Lessons and instruction will take place everyday. 
Missing a day of school might cause your child to fall behind in class. If a student misses more than 10 days of 
school without having the absences excused, the student will receive a failing grade for the entire semester. 
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Tardy Policy: 
The school-wide tardy policy will be enforced in this classroom and provides the following consequences for 
each semester: 
1. First Tardy - Verbal warning 
2. Second Tardy - Teacher detention 
3. Third Tardy - Letter sent to parent. 
4. Fourth Tardy - “U” in citizenship/ Phone call 
5. Fifth Tardy - Deans’ referral; RPC for disregard for school rules 
Students who arrive late to class wil l be required to sign in at the door of the class before being 
admitted. 
 
Class Procedures: 
1. Entering Class 

• Come into class quickly and quietly. 
• Take out the necessary materials. 
• Copy the objective(s) on the board. 
• Get to work on the Essential question in science notebook. 

2. Leaving Class 
• The teacher, NOT the bell dismisses ALL students. 
• Students must have a signed pass in order to leave the classroom during class time. 
• Students are to remain in their seats until dismissed. 

3. Passes 
• Students are expected to use the restroom during their passing period. 
• Passes will only be given in extreme circumstances. 

 
Classroom Rules: 
1.  Respect yourself and others. 
2.  Respect your environment. 
3.  Be on time to class. 
4.  Be prepared for class. 
5.  Raise your hand to be heard. 
6.  One person may speak at a time. 
7.  Follow the teacher’s directions. 
8.  Follow all school rules. 
 
Additional Guidelines: 
All Cortney Junior High School rules and guidelines will be enforced in this classroom.  For additional 
information on the school rules, please refer to the student planner. 
 
Consequences: (Consequences may change depending on the severity of the infraction.) 
1.  Verbal warning 
2.  After-school detention 
3.  Phone call home 
4.  Referral to Counselor 
5.  Parent/Teacher conference 
6.  Referral to Dean 
 
Laboratory Participation: 
Participation in a lab is dependent on prior behavior and successful completion of pre-lab assignments.  Students 
who are barred three times will not be able to participate in future labs without a parent conference.  Any 
destruction of or defacement of lab equipment/materials due to inappropriate behavior will result in denial of  
further participation in lab activities until restitution is made.   
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Communication: 
 I believe that we must work together to make this school year a successful one for the students.  I will be 
sending home progress reports periodically. The Cobra Planner is an excellent communication device for both 
parents and teachers. Please check your child's planner nightly for notes from me.  This is also where the 
homework to be completed will be recorded.  Do not hesitate to notify me for any reason.  I encourage all 
parents and students to communicate with me so that I may work with you to make this a great year for 
everyone. 
 If you have any questions or concerns at any time throughout the year, feel free to call me at  
799-2400, write me a note in the Cobra Planner, or write me an email at jgill@interact.ccsd.net. 
 
 
 
Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s), 

 
 Please complete the following student information sheet along with your child. This information will 

allow the school and teacher to contact you and/or your child to enforce positive communication between the 

two of us. Once you have completed the following sheet and read the above course expectations completely, 

please detach the sheet, sign and return it with your student to Mrs. Gill's class.  Thank you and again, I look 

forward to a wonderful and successful year with your child. 

 

 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Gill 
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Student Information Sheet 
 
Child’s Last Name _____________________________ Child’s First Name _____________________________  
 
 
Parent’s Last Name ____________________________ Parent’s First Name ____________________________  
 
 
Parent’s Last Name ____________________________ Parent’s First Name ____________________________  
 
 
Address __________________________________________________Home Phone ______________________  
 
_________________________________________________________Work Phone_______________________  
 
Email address:_________________________________  
 
Who is the best person to contact if there are any questions or concerns? _____________________________  
 
When is the best time to reach this person? ________  
 
What language do you speak at home? __________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
School Schedule:   Teacher  Subject  
 
 
1st Hour ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
2nd Hour ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
3rd Hour____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
4th Hour____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 5th Hour ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 6th Hour ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
I have accurately completed the above information.  I have read and fully understand the course expectations 
for Mrs. Gill’s 6th Grade Science Class. 
 
 
____________________________ ______________________________ 
*Parent or Guardian Signature                              *Student Signature 


