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A STATEMENT OF GENERAL COURSE POLICY FOR GRADE 7 EARTH SCIENCE 
 

 You are responsible for all information contained in this handout, whether you read 
them or not. 

 You are responsible for all lessons and instructional information given in class even if 
you are absent. 

 You are responsible for learning the subject matter! Your instructor will make every 
effort to help you learn the subject matter, but you must show a willingness to 
cooperate and apply yourself to the task. 

 You will be doing labs and will be expected to complete and turn in all labs unless 
otherwise notified. 

 I am always available to help students who want help. I arrive at school approximately 
30 minutes before classes start. I will remain after school is out to help any student. If 
you need help make it a point to ask. 

 I hope that your 36 weeks in 7th grade Earth Science will be fun and exciting. I look 
forward to working with you and being your teacher in the forthcoming school year. 

 
COURSE SCOPE: 
This one-year course is designed to introduce middle school students to 
accentuated concepts of Earth, Space, and Environmental Science through a 
hands-on inquiry driven approach towards research, experimentation, and 
problem solving. The curriculum will present students with fundamental 
concepts of ecology, geology, astronomy, oceanography, and meteorology. 
These will relate towards advancing studies or career opportunities. 

 
o MATERIALS USED: Materials used for these courses will include 

textbook, teacher made notes, study sheets, worksheets, exams and lab 
investigations. 

Materials Required Daily 
 Cobra Planner (Agenda Book) 
 3-Ring notebook (2 inch or 

larger) 
 Lined notebook paper  
 A pencil pouch containing:  

 2 pencils and 1 eraser 
 1 six inch ruler 
 2 black or blue ink pens 
 2 highlighters (different 

colors) 
Additional supplies specific for this class: 

o 1spiral bound notebook 
specifically for this class. 

o Colored Pencils (12 colors 
minimum) 



 
COURSE OUTLINE: 
WEEK(S) DATE TOPIC 
1 Aug. 25-29  Introduction to Earth Science. 

 Orientation and class/lab safety rules. 
UNIT I: THE DYNAMIC EARTH 

2-5 Sept. 1-26 Earth’s Structure, Plate Tectonics, 
Waves 

UNIT II: ROCKS & LANDFORMS 
6-9 Sept. 29- Oct. 

24 
Constructive and destructive forces. 
Landforms 

10-15 Oct. 27-Dec. 12 Rocks, Minerals, and Soil 
UNIT III: FOSSILS 

16-17 Dec. 15-Jan. 13 Fossils 
 Dec. 19-Jan. 5 WINTER BREAK 
16-17 Jan. 7-11 Fossils (cont’d) 
18 Jan. 14-16 SEMESTER REVIEW & EXAMS 

UNIT IV: CLIMATE & WEATHER 
19-20 Jan. 19-30 Water Cycle 
21-24 Feb. 2-27 Surface Water 
25-27 Mar. 2-Apr. 3 The Atmosphere 
 Apr. 6-10 SPRING BREAK 
28-32 Apr. 13-May 15 Understanding Meteorology 

UNIT V: ASTRONOMY 
33-35 May 18-29 Astronomy 
36 June 1-4 YEAR END REVIEW AND FINAL 

EXAMS 
NOTE: At the conclusion of Unit 5, there will be the preparation for final exams for this 
course. Additionally, there may be unit tests/assessments and quizzes throughout, and at 
the completion of each study unit as the course progresses.  Course time frames are 
approximate. 
 
 
 
GRADING POLICY 
My grading philosophy is that grades are EARNED, not given.  The grade 
received in this class is NOT just a reflection of knowledge gained, but also a 
reflection of the pride and effort put into each and every assignment. 



o Grading Scale: 
 90-100% = A 
 80-89% = B 
 70-79% = C 
 60-69% = D 
 59% and below= F 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

o Calculation of grades: 
 Tests and quizzes 

(20%) 
 Class work/Notes 

(30%) 
 Lab Assignments 

(30%) 
 Bell work (15%) 
 Homework (5%) 
 Semester grades will be 

calculated by taking 
45% of each quarter 
grade + 10% of the 
semester exam grade. 

 
Grades are available through the Parentlink website at: 

parent l ink .ccsd .net  
 
Homework: 

 Homework will be assigned in order to complete unfinished class work, 
review concepts learned in class, research for reports and projects, and/or 
study for exams. 

 
Bell work: 

 Students will be expected to complete bell work assignments at the 
beginning of each class and will serve as a review of the previous day’s 
lesson or as an introduction to the new lesson. 

 Each student will keep these assignments in their science notebook. 
 Science notebooks will be collected and checked throughout the year at 

scheduled, and random times. 
 Students will be expected to write down each day’s objectives in their 

Cobra Planner during this time. 
 Bell work grades will include weekly planner checks. 

 
Participation: 

 Students are expected to participate fully in all group and individual lab 
experiments, projects, and class discussions. 

 Participation will be a grading component for all lab exercises. 
 Participation by the student should be positive and enhance the learning 

experience of all students in class.  Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated 
or condoned. 

 



Written Assignments: 
 Students are expected to turn in class work daily.  If it is not complete, it is 

homework due at the beginning of the next class. 
 
Testing and Assessments: 

 Students will take tests and assessments that may consist of experiments, 
short answer questions, multiple choice, and essay questions. 

 Prior to exams, students will be given a study guide, and/ or a list of 
assignments that should be reviewed. 

 
Make-up work: 

 Students are responsible for their own make-up work. 
 Daily assignments will be listed in the class Cobra Planner and copies of 

handouts can be found in the appropriate day’s file folder. 
 Students will have three days for each excused absence to complete and 

turn in missed work. 
 Students need to make an appointment with the teacher to complete any 

missed tests and quizzes. 
 Labs will not be made up; however, an alternative assignment may be 

given. 
 Late assignments will be accepted for lowered credit. 10% per day late. 

Assignments received after the 5th day late can receive no more than ½ 
credit for the assignment. 

 
Quality of Work: 

 Neatness and legibility are expected in this class.  Sloppy or 
incomprehensible work will not be accepted and will be returned and re-
done.  Correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and syntax are expected 
as well. 

 
Unapproved Absences: 

 More than 10 unapproved absences in a semester will result in denial of 
credit as per state law. 

 
Dress Code: 

 The CCSD Dress Code, as well as Standard Student Attire, will be 
followed and enforced.  Any student not in compliance will be sent to 
the Dean’s office for disciplinary action. 

 
Classroom Rules: 

 Be prompt and prepared for class every day. 
 Respect yourself, others, and their possessions. 
 Complete all assignments as directed 



 Always give every task your best effort. 
 
WHAT I EXPECT FROM YOU 

  ATTENDANCE:  Make every effort to be in school every day, to 
never be late, and to always be seated and ready to work when 
class begins. 

  RESPECT:  Respect yourself, your classmates, and me (your 
teacher).  Respect the classroom and laboratory equipment, and 
the school building.  If you want to be heard, you, too, must also 
listen. 

 RESPONSIBILITY: Complete your assignments on time and to 
the best of your ability.  If you are behind, or fear you might be 
starting to fall behind, you know better than anyone.  Come to me 
EARLY so that we can get you back on track. 

 
PROGRESSIVE DISCIPLINE PLAN 

 IF A STUDENT CHOOSES TO BREAK A RULE: 
 1ST OFFENSE:  VERBAL WARNING 
 2ND OFFENSE:  ALTERNATIVE LOCATION/CALL HOME 
 3RD OFFENSE:  AFTER SCHOOL DETENTION 
 STUDENTS CONTINUING TO USE INAPPROPRIATE 

BEHAVIOR WILL BE REFERRED TO THE DEAN’S 
OFFICE.  DEFIANCE TOWARDS AUTHORITY, 
VIOLATION OF “HANDS OFF” POLICY, AND/OR 
VIOLENT BEHAVIOR WILL RESULT IN IMMEDIATE 
REFERAL TO THE DEAN’S OFFICE AND MAY NOT BE 
SUBJECT TO PROGRESSIVE DISCIPLINE WARNINGS. 

 
 WHEN STUDENTS CHOOSE TO FOLLOW THE RULES: 

 POSITIVE NOTES, COMMENTS, AND CALLS HOME. 
 OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXTRA CREDIT. 
 CLASS IS MORE ENJOYABLE FOR ALL. 
 MOST IMPORTANT… YOU GET AN EDUCATION. 
 

 
 
CITIZENSHIP GRADES 
Citizenship grade will be determined by your attitude, behavior, attendance/tardy 
record and daily performance of class responsibilities. The criteria used to assess 
your citizenship are as follows:  



o O - OUTSTANDING= Comes to class prepared; no referrals, respectful to 
fellow classmates, faculty, and staff; complies with school rules; 0 missing 
assignments, 0 tardies. 

o S – SATISFACTORY= Student has received warnings about classroom 
behavior.  Repeatedly comes to class unprepared; received 1-2 Detention 
Notifications;  1-2 missing assignments; 2 or fewer tardies. 

o N – NEEDS IMPROVEMENT= Student has repeatedly been disciplined 
for the same offense; sent out of class at 3 or more times; disrespectful to 
staff and students; 3 or more missing assignments; 3 or more tardies. 

o U – UNSATISIFACTORY= 7 or more missing assignments; A student has 
received a referral to the Dean’s office; constantly (at least once per week) 
out of compliance with a school or classroom rule; visually or verbally 
showed disrespect to staff and students; mistreated equipment and supplies. 

 
Gum chewing is not allowed on Cortney JHS grounds.  Students caught chewing 
gum will be subject to the progressive discipline plan as well as a downgrade in 
citizenship: 1st offense= S, 2nd offense= N, 3rd offense= U. 
 
Nuisance Items: 
Any item that is not part of our science curriculum, which also distracts from the 
learning process, is considered a nuisance item.  Cell phones, music players, 
make-up, toys, etc. are considered nuisance items and will be confiscated and 
turned into the Dean’s office.   
 

*You will not be allowed to work on other homework in this classroom unless you have 
cleared it with me. 

 
CLASSROOM PROCEDURES 

o ENTERING CLASS: 
 Come to class quickly and quietly 
 The tardy bell is the signal that class has begun 
 You are expected to be at your seat when the tardy bell rings. 
 Copy the daily objectives and assignments from the front board into 

your Cobra planner. 
 Begin your daily bell work. This is to done individually, and quietly. 

o LEAVING CLASS: 
 Do not pack up early, or attempt to wait by the door before I dismiss 

you.  The bell does not dismiss you, I DO. 
 Students are to remain in their seats until dismissed. 
 Students are to clean up the area around their desks prior to 

dismissal.  
During class we have many different work settings.  Below are some guidelines 
for each. 



First 5 minutes of class: 
• Be in your assigned seat  
• Remain absolutely quiet 
• Respond to the bell work 

assignment on the board 
Lectures: 

• Raise your hand to ask a 
relevant question and wait to e 
called upon 

• Stay focused on the lecture 
• Take notes as directed. 

Class discussions: 
• Raise your hand to speak. 
• One person speaking at a time. 
• Stay on the subject being 

discussed. 
• State opinions or questions.  

Do not argue. 
• Listen to others 

A.V. Activities 
• Focus on the actitvy 
• Control talking 
• Keep your head up at all times. 
• Take notes if required. 

Group Work/Lab Activities: 
• Stay with your group. 
• Follow safety rules. 
• Complete your job/or role. 
• Talk quietly so that only your 

team can hear you. 
• Only one person may be away 

from the group at a time. 
• Raise your hand to get my 

attention. 
• Respect other’s opinions.  DO 

NOT ARGUE. 
• Do your fair share of the work. 

Independent Work: 
• Do your own work unless 

given permission to work with 
a partner. 

• Stay in your seat. 
• When complete, read or work 

on another assignment. 
Tests and Quizzes: 

• Absolutely no taking until 
given permission. 

• Be honest.  

 
Passes: 
Passes are for emergency purposes only.  Students will be given 2 corridor passes 
per quarter that can be used to retrieve items from their locker, or for using the 
restroom.  These passes are a privilege, not a right.  Passes can be revoked for 
improper use.  Passes are not transferable from quarter to quarter, or from one 
student to another. 
 
COMMUNICATION  
I am available to meet with students before school during Opportunity Period 
(7:40-7:55 a.m.) and after school by appointment.  I am also available to meet with 
parents by appointment through the office.  If  you have questions or concerns, 
please contact me at school (799-2400) or by e-mail:rjgordon@interact.ccsd.net.  
Classroom updates can also be found at my website at my.ccsd.net 
 

 
 



Course Expectation Signature Page 
 
TEACHER:   MS. GORDON  SUBJECT: SCIENCE 7, ROOM 814 
  
PERIOD: ___________ 
 
PARENTS/GUARDIANS AND STUDENT:  PLEASE SIGN AND DATE THE 
LOWER PORTION OF THIS PAGE INDICATING THAT YOU HAVE READ 
AND RECEIVED A COPY OF THE COURSE GOALS AND EXPECTATIONS 
FOR THIS DESIGNATED CLASS AND SPECIFIED STUDENT AS SHOWN. 
 
STUDENT NAME (PRINT): __________________________________________ 
 
STUDENT SIGNATURE: ____________________________________________ 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME (PRINT): ________________________________ 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE: __________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY: _________________________ ZIP: ______________________________ 
 
PHONE:  (H)___________________________(W)________________________ 
 
E-MAIL: _________________________________________________________ 
 
BEST WAY TO BE CONTACTED: ____________________________________  
 
 
 


