Hazard Communication




Introeduction

About 32 million workers work with and are
potentially expoesed o one or more; chemical hazards

Iihere; ane; approximately, 650,000rexisting chemical
preducts; and hundreds e New Gnes being
Intreduced annually,

Chemical exposure may: Cause; or contribute tormany
Serious health effiects suchi as heart ailments, central
NErveuss systemdamade, kidney: and IUng damage;
sterility, cancer, burns, and rashes

Some chemicals may: alser be safety: hazards and have
the potentiall to)cause;fires and explosions andl ether
SEerious aceidents




Purpese of OSHA's Hazard
Communication Standard

To ensure that employers and employees know
about work hazards and how to protect themselves
so that the incidence of ilinesses and injuries due to
hazardous chemicals is reduced.

Hazard Container Material Safety
Communication Labeling Data Sheet

Program

D




Who Is covered?

OSHA's Hazard Communication (HazCom)
standard applies to general industry, shipyard,
marine terminals, longshoring, and construction
employment and covers chemical manufacturers,
Importers, employers, and employees exposed to
chemical hazards.




Employer Responsibilities
Identify and list hazardous chemicals in their
Workplaces

Obtain Material Safety: Data Sheets (IMSDSs)
and labels for each hazardous chemical, iff not
provided by the manuiacturer, iImporter, or
distributor

Implement a written; HazCom program,
iIncluding labels, MSPSs, and employee
training

Communicate hazard infermation| to
employees through labels, MSDSs, and fiormal
training programs




IHow! cani woerkplace hazards: be
minimized?

The first step in Minimizing| Workplace
azands Is) o) perfiorm: artioreugh
Nazard assessment

Empleyersicani rely: onr the evaluations
PErfiormed: by the manulacturers or
ImMporters to establishitie hazards' of
the chemicals they: use

x [his information IS obtained from MSDSSs
and labels




Why is a written: program: required?

Ensures that all
employers receive
the information they,
need to Inferm and
train thelr
employees

Provides necessary.
hazard infermation
to employees

HazCom Program

(f) "Labels and other ~
forms of warning." =
(g) "Material safety data
sheets."

(h) "Employee

information and

training."




Wiritten: HazCom| Program
Reguirements

[Describesi container labeling, MSDSs, and
employee training fior each Workplace

Llist: ofi the hazardous chemicals

Make infermation regardingl hazards and
protective; measures available to other
employers onsite




How must chemicals be: labeled?

Each container of hazardous
chemicals entering the workplace
must be labeled or marked with:

Identity ofi the chemical

Appropriate nazard
WarRings

Name;and address of the
iespoensible party.




Container LLabeling| in the
Workplace

he hazard warning can be '+ =
any. type of message, ! e |
picture; or'symbol that F

PIOVIAES Infermation on the

Nazards of the chemical(s)

and the targetedl ergans

affected, I applicable

[labels must: be legible, in
English (plus other
languages, It desired), and
prominently’ displayed




Material Safety Data Sheets

Prepared by the chemical manufacturer or importer
and describe:

Physicali hazarads, stchi astiiré and
explosion

IHealth hazards;, suchras signs; of
exposure

RoUtES! ol exposure

Precautions for safe iandlingfand use
Emergency: and first-aid procedures
Controll measures




Material Safety Datai Sheets, (contd)

Must be in Englishiand include information
regarding the specific chemical identity and
common hames

Must provide information about the:

= Physical and chemical characteristics
= Health effects

s Exposure limits

s Carcinogenicity (cancer-causing)

= Identification (name, address, and telephone
number) of the organization responsible for
preparing the sheet

Must be readily accessible to employees in their
work area




Material Safety Data Sheets
(cont'd)
MSDSs have no
Prescribed fiormat

[fFno MSDS has been
received for a

Nazardeus chemical,
employer must contact
the supplier,
manuracturer, or
Importer te ebtain one
and maintain ai record
off the contact




Tiraining

Training is required for employees
who are exposed to hazardous
chemicals in their work area:

At the time of initial
aSSIGRMERL

Whenever a new: hazardiis
introduced into thelr Work
area




What training is needed
o protect workers?

Explanation off the HazCom program),
Incltiding information on' lakels, MSDSs; and
now: to obtain and' use; available hazara
Information

Hazards of chemicals

Proetective measures suchi as engineering
controls, work practices, andthe use, off PPE

IHow! tor detect the presence or release of a
Nazardous chemical (Using moenitoring
devices, observation, or smell)




What information must
be provided to Workers?

Employees must be informed of:

ihe HazCom standard and Its
feguirements

Operations Inr thelrwoerk areas Where
Nazardousi chemicals' are; presemt

[Locationrand availability, of the written
azard evalluation precedures,
communications progiam, lists of
azardous chemicals, andl the required
MSDSs L




Summary.

OSHA'S Hazard Communication
Standard IS based onl al simple concept
- thiat empleyees have both a need
andl a fght ter know: the hazards and

identities of the chemicals they: are
exposed! ter when working

Empleyees; alsorneed torknew: Wihat
protective measures are available to
prevent adverse efifects from
OCcCcUrrng




